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Selection Policy for Singapore University  
Contract Bridge & International Chess Teams 

2026 FISU World University Championship Mind Sports 

Liaocheng, China  
 
1. Summary of Important Information 

Competition Dates 11 to 16 October 2026 
Travel Dates: 8 to 17 October 2026 
Eligibility: 1) Age between 18 and 25 years old on 1 January 2026 

(DOB between 1 Jan 2001 to 31 Dec 2008, both dates inclusive) 
2) Active student in 2026 or former student with degree or diploma 

conferred in 2025 
Note: See point 3 below for more details. 

Games’ Website: https://mindsports2026.fisu.net/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimated cost per athlete S$2,000 – S$2,500 

 
2. General Information 
 

2.1. The 2026 FISU World University Championship (WUC) Mind Sports will be held in 
Liaocheng, China from 11 to 16 October 2026. 

 
2.2. The Singapore University Sports Council (SUSC) intends to send qualified individuals 

to compete in 2026 WUC Mind Sports in the following events, subject to athletes’ 
qualification: 

 
Discipline Events Men’s Women’s 

Contract Bridge Open Team  
International 

Chess 
Individual   

Mixed Team  
 
2.3. The travelling dates for both delegations will be from 8 to 17 October 2026 

(competition dates are 11 to 16 October2026). 
 

https://mindsports2026.fisu.net/
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2.4. SUSC has appointed National University of Singapore (NUS) to facilitate the 
selections for both Contract Bridge and International Chess for 2026 WUC Mind 
Sports.  

2.5. Athletes who are interested to participate must their interest via this form by 
21 June 2026 (Sunday).  

Alternatively, you may scan this QR code to access the form. 

 

 
3. Eligibility 

3.1. All athletes must satisfy the following conditions: 

3.1.1. Be at least 18 and less than 25 years of age on 1 January 2026 (i.e., born 
between 1 January 2001 and 31 December 2008, both dates inclusive). 

3.1.2. Be a student who is currently officially registered as proceeding towards a 
degree or diploma at a university or similar institute whose status is 
recognized by the appropriate academic authority of his/her country 
(region). 

3.1.3. Former students of the institutions mentioned in clause 3.1.2 who have 
obtained their academic degree or diploma in the year preceding the event. 

3.1.4. Must be a citizen of Singapore. 

3.1.5. Athletes of non-SUSC member IHLs e.g. Polytechnics and overseas 
universities, must be a national athlete of and endorsed by Singapore 
Contract Bridge Association (SCBA) for Contract Bridge; or Singapore Chess 
Federation (SCF) for International Chess, and their respective institutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/3LbVybtxnY
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4. Qualification Criteria and Selection system 

4.1. Qualification Criteria 

4.1.1. Contact Bridge 
 
Interested athletes will be required to fulfil at least one of the following 
conditions to be eligible for the selection trial: 
 
o Part of the national team, OR  
o Previously represented Singapore in at least one official regional or 

international Bridge event, OR  
o Achieved a Top 6 finish in at least one official open-level Bridge event 

sanctioned by SCBA since Dec 2024, OR  
o Achieved a Top 1 finish in at least one official youth-level Bridge event 

sanctioned by SCBA since Dec 2024 
 
Please refer to Annex A for list of eligible events. 

 
 

4.1.2 International Chess 
 

Interested athletes will be required to fulfil at least one of the following 
conditions to be eligible for the selection trial: 

 
o Have a FIDE Standard rating of at least 1900 (Open) and 1700 (Girls). 

AND  
 
at least ONE of the following: 

o Part of National Training Programme OR 
o Previously represented Singapore in at least one official chess tournament over 

the past year (April 2025- 20 June 2026) OR 
o Represented their university and achieved top 5 placing (individual) or top 3 

placing (team) in at least one official chess tournament over the past year (April 
2025-20 June 2026). 
 

4.2. Selection System 

Contract Bridge International Chess 

SUSC shall make the final selection 
decision, taking into consideration 
the recommendations of the 
Singapore Contract Bridge Association 
(SCBA). 

SUSC shall make the final selection 
decision, taking into consideration 
the recommendations of the 
Singapore Chess Federation (SCF). 
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4.2.1. The Selection Panel reserves the right to add and replace selected athletes 
in the event of injuries, disciplinary issues, absence from training(s) or any 
other unforeseen circumstances.  

4.2.2. The Selection Panel reserves the right to make the final decision on the 
participation of the various events and configuration of the team to 
compete at 2026 WUC Mind Sports.  

 

5. Athletes’ Obligations 

5.1. Selected athletes must fully comply with SUSC and WBF or FIDE rules, regulations and 
policies. 

5.2. Selected athletes must fully comply with all anti-doping regulations. Athletes who 
require Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE) have the duty to obtain one at least three 
months before the commencement of competition. 

5.3. Selected athletes must maintain a level of fitness and performance consistent with 
the requirements of being a national representative. 

5.4. Upon qualification, athletes must continue to show commitment towards preparing 
for 2026 WUC Mind Sports, including all organised training sessions. Failure to do so 
may result in being dropped from the team. 

 
 
6. Cost and Funding 

6.1. The estimated participation cost per athlete is as follows: 

6.1.1. Approximately SGD 2,000 to SGD 2,500. 

6.1.2. Please note the above estimates are subject to change. The cost includes the 
FISU registration fee, participation fee, contingent attire and travel 
expenses. Athletes of non-SUSC member IHLs and graduated students may 
have to acquire travel insurance, which is at additional cost. 

 
6.2. Selected athletes and/or the athletes’ institution shall bear full cost of participating 

in 2026 WUC Mind Sports, as well as the preparations leading up to it. 
 
6.3. Athletes should check with their respective institutions with regard to subsidies, 

without which, the selected athlete is required to bear the full cost. 
 
 

- END     - 
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Annex A 
 
Eligible events: 
- Open: National Bridge League (b) 
- Open: Easter Congress (all open events) (b) 
- Singapore Open Pairs (b) 
- Singapore Open Teams (a) 
- Pesta Sukan Bridge Championships (b) 
- Open: Singapore Mixed Pairs (b) 
- Open: Singapore IMP Pairs (b) 
- Open: H S Ho Teams (both qualifying and final) (a) 
- Open: ASEAN Bridge Club Championships (b) 
- Open: Any other events accepted by SCBA 
- Youth: National Youth Pairs (b) 
- Youth: National Youth Teams (b) 
 
(a) Need at least 9 teams/pairs** 
(b) Need at least 12 teams/pairs** 
 
**Should there be less teams/pairs than the minimum of teams/pairs mentioned above, 
the qualifying threshold will be proportionally tightened and rounded up. 
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